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Religious education at Highfield School is based on the Cambridgeshire Agreed Syllabus (2002) for RE.  It is an integral part of the whole curriculum and all pupils are included in the RE programme unless a parent requests that their child be withdrawn.

Aims

RE aims to enable pupils to:

· acquire knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions represented in Great Britain (Attainment Target 1), and

· develop the ability to explore, reflect on and respond to human experience, drawing on their study of religion (Attainment Target 2).

It is not the purpose of the school RE to nurture children within a faith; this is the role of parents and religious communities.  School RE aims to be of educational value and interest to pupils of any or no religious belief.

Teaching objectives

Over the course of their time at Highfield School, children will learn about religious concepts and values, practices and traditions. They will also consider their own beliefs and ideals, and reflect on their own experiences.  They will have opportunities to think about the big questions of human existence, and to express their own ideas about these.

Detailed objectives are contained in the programme of study for RE set out in the Agreed Syllabus; they cover both content objectives and a statement of the general characteristics which promote reflection and response.

Curriculum organization

RE is taught as part of the whole curriculum and the aims will be met in a number of ways:

· in assemblies

· at story time and circle time

· through various subject topics

· through the hidden curriculum e.g. daily experiences in school both individual and group, relationships

· through a weekly time-tabled lesson.

Continuity and progression

· Class teachers will ensure that they are building on what children already know by undertaking activities at the beginning of a study unit which give them an idea of children’s level of knowledge and understanding.

· Planning will be carried out with the help of the coordinator to make sure that children move forward in their understanding of RE concepts and development of RE skills as well as increasing their level of knowledge about religion.

Teaching and learning in RE

The school encourages the use of as great a range as possible of teaching approaches in RE, as suggested in the Agreed Syllabus.

· Pupils learn about religions from a wide range of sources of information, including the local environment, artifacts, pictures, photographs and videos, books and buildings, and people talking about their experience of religions.

· Teaching includes the use of stories and poems, music, dance, drama, art and ICT as avenues for exploring human and religious experience.

· Pupils will have opportunities to express their learning and their own beliefs and ideas in a variety of ways, including written work, discussion and creative and imaginative work.

Resources

Resources and information are available for the teaching of each study unit.  These are regularly added to, reviewed and updated.  Resources are chosen to reflect the global nature of many religious communities (e.g. Christians in Africa and Asia, Hindus in Britain as well as India etc.)

The RE coordinator has the opportunity to attend meetings and courses and then reports any changes, developments and concerns to all staff.

RE and the wider curriculum

There are clear links between RE and some other areas of the curriculum.  Work in RE should give strong support to work in literacy, PSHCE, and ICT.  It should also make a major contribution to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  The school follows guidance in the Agreed Syllabus and QCA documentation to ensure that these links are fully utilized to the benefit of pupils’ progress in RE and the other areas concerned.

School and community links

Highfield School has developed links with community members who can contribute to the success of the RE programme.  These include local clergy and representatives of different Christian churches.

Fieldwork has become an important part of the RE curriculum and pupils throughout the school have the opportunity to visit, worship and take part in educational days at Ely Cathedral plus visits to other local churches.  The school is not able to visit as many places of worship as teachers would like, but work in Key Stage 3 includes the use of ICT to make a ‘virtual tour’ of a synagogue, Hindu temple etc.

Assessment, reporting and recording

RE is assessed against the end of key stage descriptions in the Agreed Syllabus.  Teachers assess progress informally on the basis of pupils’ oral and written work in class.

Using QCA’s Planning, teaching and assessing the curriculum for pupils with learning difficulties in our curriculum plans

This document will support the planning and development of our R.E curriculum.  It confirms the statutory entitlement to learning for all pupils and builds on the principles of inclusion set out in the National Curriculum.  The suggested learning for pupils at all levels and in different key stages will be embedded in our curriculum plans.  It will help to set suitable learning objectives in response to pupils’ diverse learning needs.  It will form the basis of development and revision of schemes of work and curriculum provision.

Review and monitoring

The RE scheme of work is reviewed every year to take account of new developments, curriculum changes and teacher interests.  Progress is monitored through regular discussion with teachers and ensures consistency throughout the school in the provision, teaching and resourcing of RE.   Additional monitoring is carried out by questionnaires to teachers and this highlights and helps to provide additional support and guidance where needed.

 RE and collective worship

RE is a curriculum subject.  Its aims and objectives are different from those that apply to collective worship.  There may be some links in content between the two (e.g. when a religious story is told) but collective worship is not part of the teaching day, and cannot be used to deliver the RE curriculum since it has a different purpose.

There may be times when RE and collective worship support each other (e.g. festivals such as Christmas and Easter) but they should not be substituted for one another.
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